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When a ryot comes to set up for himself
in a village, the mahajun, in many instan-
ces, lends him one or more bullocks ; he
advances him rice for seed, and for the sub-
sistence of his family, and often pays his re-
venue for the first few years. All this he
does, if he had never seen the man's face
before; but, in proportion to the risk he-
runs, so is the gain. The mahajun, there-
fore, for every maund of rice he gives, de-
mands, after the crop is gathered in, one
and a half, or two maunds, according to a-
greement: He also demands some security
for the goods he has lent, and it is but just
that he should do so : The ryot never de-
nies it; and the security given is on his
household-furniture, cattle^ &c. From that
day there commences a sort of connexion
between the ryot and his mahajun, and their
interest induces each not materially to in-
jure the other.
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